A genetic approach to the child with sensorineural hearing loss.
This article presents an overview of current topics related to the genetics of hearing loss. The review focuses on the approach toward a child with a sensorineural hearing loss of unknown etiology and the incorporation of genetic testing into the workup. Nongenetic causes of hearing loss are reviewed, as they are important in the differential diagnosis when considering a genetic basis for a child's hearing loss. The implications of universal newborn hearing screening and its implementation in many states are also addressed. Furthermore, important factors involved in the clinical diagnosis of the etiology of hearing loss, as well as factors relating to intervention and management of children with hearing loss are discussed. Finally, this review will consider genetic counseling for hearing loss and some of the issues important to the Deaf community.